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Dear Sharon Faithful,  

To begin Holy Week, we will wave our palms, lay down our coats and 

celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem saying, “Hosanna! Blessed 

is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” In Easter, we will proclaim 

the resurrection, celebrating “Hallelujah! Christ is risen! He is risen 

indeed!” reminding us that God’s action in raising Jesus is the bottom line of 

our faith: because he lives, we live (Jn 14:19). 

Yet, before Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem and during his journey to the cross 

and resurrection, Jesus was not celebrating what would come, he was 

preparing for it. In the Gospel of Matthew, he said to God through his grief 

and prayer, “Not as I will, but as you will.” He surrendered—one of the 

hardest things for us to do. 

Since 2020 and throughout the pandemic, it seems like too many of us  

have elevated the power of our own will and lost sight of Christ-like 

surrender in a rush to personal victories. Our relationships have grown more 

contentious or polarized, and some have used the banner of God’s will to 

bolster their own positions 

on everything from politics 

to vaccination at the demise 

and expense of our 

communities and bonds of 

friendship and love.  

Yet, Jesus did not gain 

victory in new life and 

resurrection without first, 

surrendering his will. And at 

the heart of our journey as Christ’s followers, lies learning how to surrender 

our will to God’s will.  

Jesus models surrender for us in the Garden of Gethsemane when he asks 

God to “Let this cup pass, not as I will, but as you will.” In Jesus’ surrender, 

he was not giving up hope in God’s goodness, but letting go of his own grief 



2 

 

and distress. In his surrender, he dared to imagine a place of peace in God’s plan that enabled him to love, to 

heal, to maintain his relationships and to care for others even as the cross loomed.   

Beloved, surrendering our will to God does not mean that we then have no will of our own. Nor does 

surrender equate to mere resignation or passivity. Rather, it means that God will meet us in our deepest desire 

and grant us a peace that passes all understanding. It is an Easter peace, a resurrection peace, a new-life 

peace, a holy peace that will help us to listen, discern, love and care for others as we move through our 

struggles and act upon what God wants for our lives. 

Let us surrender and celebrate this Easter that Christ has risen not just for us, but for all! Hallelujah! Christ 

has risen indeed! 

 

 

Good Friday Open Sanctuary 
Friday, April 15th Noon to 3:00 PM 

You are invited to the SCPC Sanctuary anytime during the 

hours of Noon to 3:00 PM on Good Friday, April 15th for a 

time of personal prayer, reflection, and contemplative music 

in remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice. 

During the hours that Jesus was upon the cross, we will 

empty ourselves and prepare our hearts for new life and 

resurrection at Easter this Good Friday. You are welcome to 

come and go as you please; you may stay as long as you like. 

Celebrate Easter with us in the Sanctuary 
Sunday, April 17th at 10:30 AM 

Easter Fellowship at 9:45 AM 

The trumpets will sound and the choir will be sing.  

Join us as we rejoice and celebrate Easter in the Sanctuary,  

and praise our risen Lord and Savior on Resurrection Sunday!  
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SCPC Updated Masking Guidance 

On February 25th, the CDC updated their COVID19 masking advisory. They moved their health 

advisory from masking to prevent transmission of disease to masking based on our area’s 

hospitalizations and ability to sufficiently treat the disease—called “community risk.” In our area, 

we are now in the “low” level category of community risk.  

At Sharon Church, we have faithfully followed the CDC guidelines for public safety, therefore, 

Session voted to remove masking requirements and move to the recommended “mask optional” 

guidance at most church events, keeping in place other safety measures.  

Please read carefully the updated SCPC Campus Safety Guidelines: 

• Masking Optional: Following the CDC guidelines, masking is 

optional at church  events and gatherings. 

• Masking Sometimes: Small groups may self-determine masking 

preferences at their gatherings. 

• Masking Always: Front office masking. 

Other safety measures: Continue practicing social distancing when possible, including worship. 

We also recommend continued masking for those who are at high risk of infection or 

immunocompromised.  

Finally, please stay at home if you are feeling unwell or have been exposed to illness. Covid19 tests 

are now widely available for you to test before coming to church. Please note: at-home Covid 

testing will only work when you are symptomatic of infection, yet, you are contagious three (3) 

days before you show symptoms.  

Given the demographic of our community, many in our community will 

continue to be masking. Additionally, there may be times that we may all 

need to return to masking depending on community disease numbers. Yet, in 

every circumstance, please respect the masking choices of all of our brothers 

and sisters in Christ as we make our way through this pandemic and care for 

one another in Christian love.  
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Children’s Church PRAY, FAST, GIVE Campaign 

Children and Family Ministry 

Easter Family Event  
Sunday, April 17th, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Church Service • Egg Hunt • Lunch • Craft •Games 

During Children’s Church on Easter Sunday, we will be 

reading the Bible story “Because I Love You,” a firsthand 

account of the Easter story told from Jesus’ point of view, 

and complete the activity, “My Sins are Washed Away.” 

Following the service, the kids are invited to participate in 

our Easter egg hunt and then head to the YCC (white 

church) for lunch, crafts, and games in the gym. 

RSVP by April 10th to Miss Sarah 

(children@sharoncpc.com) 

 PRAY – A prayer coin and example mealtime prayers were given out to  

the kids during Children’s Church. We will also be making prayer  

necklaces on April 3rd. 

 FAST – Each child received candy that they will wait until Easter Sunday  

to eat. This gives the children some practice in resisting temptations.  

We will also practice fasting from unwanted behaviors.  

 GIVE – The children will continue to collect money throughout Lent  
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The Aber and Benard families  

In memory of Bill and Anna Aber 

and Yvon Augustin 

Joan and Bill Branch 

Pat Bricklemyer  

In memory of Loved Ones 

Patty Brunette  

In memory of Paul and Joyce Haskins 

In memory of Betty Brunette 

Sherri Busch 

In memory of Vanya Conroy 

Sherri, Doug, Kaitlin, Ryan and Katie Busch 

In memory of Niki Busch 

Nancy and Glenn Bush 

In memory of Loved Ones 

Barbara Cain 

In memory of Thomas Cain 

Todd Carter 

In memory of Joan, Jack and David Carter 

In memory of Marcia Harper 

In memory of Dorothy and Jim Chisholm 

Bruce Clark 

In memory of Monique Clark 

In memory of  Gordon Hurlbert 

In honor of Laverne Petrie 

Bill Sr., Bill Jr., Daniel, Janice Abby, 

Audrey and Zack Crookshank 

In memory of Vera Crookshank 

The Cratsley Family 

In memory of Anneliese Endress (Oma) 

and Horst Endress (Papa) 

John and Dorothy Devey 

In memory of our daughter, Becky 

Carol Gordon  

In memory of Dave Gordon 

Jan and Walt Gorr 

In memory of Beverly Corinth 

Rob and Kathy Hamsher 

In memory of Loved Ones 

Alan and Gail Hiney 

In memory of our daughter, Lori 

In memory of Gail’s sister, Lois 

Mike and Joan Hubler 

In memory of our parents and Mike’s brothers 

Barbara Kephart 

In memory of Loved Ones 

George and Donna Kovatch 

In honor of our mothers: Doris Hannah Jones 

and Catherine Kovatch 

Janet McGuire  

In memory of Peter McGuire 

Ruth Meanor, his loving wife 

In memory of Clyde Meanor 

Lori, Sarah and Caleb Painter 

In memory of Phil Painter 

Dan and Grace Peters 

In memory of Loved Ones 

Shirley Roberts 

In memory of Raymond and our daughter Renée 

The Sanderbeck and Stewart Families 

In memory of Bill Sanderbeck and 

Sharon Sanderbeck 

Kay and Harry Schurr, II 

In memory of Edna and Harry Schurr, Sr.  

In memory of Dolly and Howard McGinnis 

Myra Leigh Tokar 

In memory of Loved Ones 

Susanne Udvari 

In memory of Joseph Udvari 

Pam Wieland in honor of  

In memory of Loved Ones 

In honor of my family and Granddaughter Zenie 

The Zalucky Family 

In memory of Gail Zalucky 
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We have all been sending prayers over to Ukraine as the War continues to weigh heavily on our 

hearts. Many of us are praying for the Russians as well, because they too, are victims in this crisis. 

As I was reading articles on the Ukrainian-Russian war, there was something very powerful that  

I came across, and a message that was so breathtaking. That message was: The world is still united 

in the Lord. 

The Ukrainian Church is still talking with other church leaders in Russia and also praying together. 

They are praying for peace and also coming together to pray for bodies to be spared, along with their 

souls. They are united with the Lord and coming together in solidarity of God’s word, and the 

people are coming together seeking hope through the word of Scripture. 

“God's word can reconcile enemies, drive out despair and heal suffering hearts.” That is the 

Ukrainian church’s vision right now, and even as they are under siege, they are using the power of 

the Gospel to comfort and reassure their people’s aching hearts. 

The Ukrainian church said that as hundreds of 

thousands of people are feeling hopeless and afraid,  

they are looking to bible-based trauma healing to 

cope with the uncertainty. For a lot of people, this is 

the first time that they are experiencing the Bible's 

message for the first time.  

Priests and Pastors have been going to the bible 

society store in Kyiv to buy Bibles and they are 

running out of copies.  This is a first for them. 

The Power of God is strong and so comforting to everyone that needs Him right now. He unites us, 

and always will. He is a common ground for people. Even through extreme circumstances, we are all 

united through the Lord. 

~ Megan Anderson 

Deacons’ Message 

 

Email your prayer  requests to:  

sharonprayerchain@sharoncpc.com  

Bruce and Genie Ford 

Stephen and Stacy Ford 

Ann Mizer 

Nancy Moore’s  
grandson, Nathan 

Sarah Painter 

Joe Sharkey 

Art Christian 

Miriam Wolf 

Bill Crookshank 

Arla Gracey 

Homebound members  
of the church 

Ukrainian People  
and Refugees 

Recipients of the  
Soles4Souls Donations 

mailto:sharonprayerchain@sharoncpc.com
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Spring 2022 Women’s Retreat  

Saturday, May 21st 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Cost $25.00 

 

Join Pastor Becky for a day of retreat! We will be looking to Jesus’ grandmothers and 
our grandmothers for inspiration as we refresh, renew and restore our bonds of 

friendship and faith. Refreshments and lunch will be provided.   

What My Grandmothers Taught Me:  
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary—Matthew names these women for a reason. How might 
Jesus have heard the stories of his grandmothers? What might the stories of these women have added 
to his sense of identity, as part of a particular family in a particular time and place? 

Have you thought about Jesus’ grandmothers? What can these Grandmothers-of-the-Faith teach us? 
What have our grandmothers taught us?  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please Register for the Women’s Retreat by May 1st: 
Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ Email: _________________________________  

Number of Guests: _____________  

Return to Sharon Community Presbyterian Church 
522 Carnot Road, Moon Twp, PA 15108 

Or email to admin@sharoncpc.com 
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By now, you have received the Generosity 

mailing from the church containing a Pledge 

Card for 2022. We have moved our Generosity 

campaign to the first quarter of the calendar year 

because each new year gives us the opportunity 

to “pledge” our support and invest in our 

church’s future. 

As Christ’s disciples and 

members of his church, we 

are all asked to participate 

in the financial life of the 

church and contribute a 

portion of our income to 

building up the mission 

and ministry of Christ’s 

church. As we give of our 

gifts, tithes and talents, God deepens and 

expands our sense of community and belonging. 

We grow in our stewardship as caretakers of the 

church and one another. 

When we do not give of ourselves or our gifts, 

we become disconnected from the living body of 

Christ, and church becomes just another service 

provider in a long list of service providers. We 

begin to ask ourselves, “What is the church 

doing for me?” instead of asking, “How am I 

contributing my gifts and talents to the life  

of the church?”   

This year, the Generosity Committee is asking 

that you not only activate your membership and 

renew your participation in the life of the church, 

but pledge your financial gifts to the ministry 

and mission of Sharon Church in 2022.  

Please prayerfully consider 

how you are able to 

contribute this year, and fill 

out the pledge card you 

received, returning it by 

Easter Sunday, April 17th. 

You may note that there is not 

a line for your name on the 

pledge card, but we encourage you to write it on 

the card when you return it. As with all giving at 

the church, personal information is held in the 

confidence of the Finance Committee.   

Thank you for your generous support of Sharon 

Church throughout this pandemic, and please 

continue to generously share your gifts from 

God, including your time, talents and treasures, 

to support Sharon Church as we embark on a 

bright future! 

 

I want to thank all the people who showed 

me their love and concern by sending cards 

and phoning me when I broke my ribs.  

I feel this to be a sign of God’s compassion 

by our members. 

~ Walt Gorr 

M any thanks to Sharon congregation for 

your prayers, cards, meals and phone 

calls during my recent back surgery and 

recovery.  

There IS power in 

prayer and I am grateful 

for each of you.   

Blessings always, 

~ Myra Leigh Tokar  
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Turning Shoes Into Opportunity 

Mission Committee 

 

As the violence in Ukraine continues, the number of 

people being displaced internally and fleeing to 

neighboring countries increases by the day. And in the 

midst of the chaos, there are sibling churches and 

ecumenical partners who are already providing assistance 

with basic items for survival. Our first priority is to 

provide funding to these partners on the ground.  

While the scale of this crisis is new, receiving refugees 

from Ukraine and other countries in Central and Eastern Europe is not, which means we have trusted, 

established partners with the knowledge and expertise to carry out this important work. Our response will 

include both financial and technical assistance as the network of faith communities providing humanitarian 

assistance grows in the months ahead. 

GIVE: To support emergency relief for those fleeing Ukraine, designate gifts to DR000156.  

You can also text PDAUKR to 41444 to donate. Gifts can be made online at pcusa.org/UK22, 

by phone at (800) 872-3283, or by check using the below reply device. 

ACT: Urge the U.S. government to support generous aid for refugees and civilians suffering in Ukraine, and 

call for engaging a diplomatic solution to the conflict. 

PRAY: May we undergird our prayers with tangible resources to help. May we reach deeply, give 

generously, and welcome extravagantly. 

❍ $500   ❍ $125   ❍ $50   ❍ $25   ❍ Other $        

Name       Address        

City      State     Zip     Congregation/PIN   8151 Sharon Church  

Detach the reply form and return it with your gift to your church; or enclose it in an envelope with your 

check and mail it to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 

Emergency response to Ukraine war 

The Mission Committee’s shoe drive 

with @Soles4Souls ends Sunday, 

April 10, 2022. 

We are grateful to our wonderful 

congregation and our community  

for generously donating 1.015 pairs 

of shoes (as of this printing)  

allowing us to exceed our goal of 

1,000 pairs!  
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Over the past several months, the Finance and Property 

Committees have been actively engaged in developing 

financial and property strategic plans for Sharon 

Church. This process involves a detailed review of our 

assets, including the buildings on our church campus, 

the cemetery, and the investment funds we hold to 

meet our needs in the coming years.  

An important part of this process is a careful 

assessment of required building maintenance, property 

improvements and the utilization of our church campus 

by the congregation and community.   

Main Campus 

As you are surely aware, our buildings are aging and require significant ongoing 

maintenance. The Property Committee has put together a detailed list of 

maintenance projects that are expected to be necessary over the next ten years. 

One of the most important items on that list is the upgrade of the main building’s 

electrical systems which are original to the building and, in many cases, fail to 

meet current electrical codes. We are now in the process of having our electric 

updated after having pursued these repairs for over two years. Additional projects 

under consideration are the air conditioning of the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall, parking lot and driveway 

improvements, and cemetery property improvements.   

Cemetery 

With regard to the cemetery, we have transitioned 

management and oversight of the SCPC Cemetery to  

the Finance and Property Committees. The former 

Cemetery Board who, for many years, was responsible 

for the management of the cemetery, was unable to 

maintain board members to provide the leadership, 

upkeep and maintenance of the cemetery grounds. So, 

they asked that Session please assume responsibility for 

the management of the Cemetery. The consolidation of 

the former Cemetery Board’s functions was seen as a 

good fit for the Finance and Property Committees.  

Now, the Finance Committee is responsible for oversight of the Cemetery Investment Fund held in trust with 

the Presbyterian Foundation. It continues to be a designated fund used solely for upkeep and maintenance of 

the cemetery property. The Property Committee, which has always managed the church grounds, will now 

also be responsible for maintaining the cemetery grounds.  We have already begun to address the long-

delayed upkeep and improvement of the cemetery grounds. We have secured a new grounds maintenance 

company to improve the quality and care of our outdoor spaces, hired a tree service to cutdown the many 

large, aging trees and are having the cemetery surveyed in order to digitize new cemetery documents and 

records of burials. Finally, we have plans to create new fencing and seating in the cemetery and update the 

parking and access roads. 
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YCC 

Building utilization is also an important consideration in the financial strategic review process. The hope is 

that the YCC facility can become fiscally self-sustaining, meaning that the cost of operating the building may 

be paid for by the revenue generated by those using the 

property. Rental rates for community groups using the 

gymnasium and YCC lounge have been set at levels 

comparable to similar facilities in our area. Gym rentals 

declined significantly during Covid, but we are now starting  

to see a return of some of the community groups to the YCC. 

Additionally, we have been renovating the YCC Lounge area 

for community use and Dave Michaels has set-up a Pickleball 

Court in the gym to encourage new users  

The West Hills Food Pantry which operates as a separate non-profit organization from the church and 

occupies the lower level of the YCC, has paid a nominal monthly fee for the past three years to cover a small 

portion of its operational expenses. In 2022, we increased their monthly fees in order to cover a greater 

portion of their expenses. For nearly 35 years, Sharon Church has been able to provide the full financial 

support for the operational expenses of WHFP, however, as the Food Pantry has grown, so have their 

expenses. Fortunately, today, they have their own revenue streams and investment fund resources that will 

enable them to provide for their operational expenses. SCPC remains the largest benefactor of the WHFP and 

will continue to fundraise for the Food Pantry with multiple giving opportunities throughout the year.  

Investment Funds 

Finally, the Finance Committee is in the process of reviewing our long-term investment funds to ensure that 

the underlying investments are structured appropriately to support the church’s needs. Included in this process 

is the evaluation of possible funding sources for larger capital expenditures, such as borrowing, capital 

campaigns, and use of available investment funds.   

As you can see, there is a lot going on with Finance and Property! We will keep you informed of the progress 

we are making and you should be able to see some of our campus improvements now as well as the steps we 

will be taking very soon. 

Dear friends of Sharon Church, 

Just a note to thank you for the many sympathy 

cards honoring Clyde, a very loving husband and 

caring father. 

Then, to keep moving on, I received a number of 

Birthday cards and then some Valentines. 

Thank you all. These are some of the joys that  

keep me going. 

   God bless, 

      ~ Ruth Meanor 

Sharon Church, 

Thank you for always remembering me through-

out the year. The poinsettia at Christmas was 

absolutely beautiful. 

Words cannot express the joy it brings to  

know that others take time to care about me. 

May God continue to bless you with health  

and happiness throughout 2022. 

~ Clara Anne Schmidt 
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Part of our strategic plan is to update our church 

campus and thoughtfully utilize the space we have 

available. Therefore, we have cleaned out and updated 

the community room in the foyer area of the YCC, and 

are calling it the YCC Lounge!  

The YCC Lounge will accommodate up to 25 people 

and is available to both church members for personal 

use as well as to community members for community 

use. All rentals and scheduling of this space must be 

arranged with our Church Administrator, Anna Laufer.  

The best way to schedule and make arrangements for the use of the YCC Lounge is to email 

Anna at admin@sharoncpc.com. Anna will send you a contract to setup your day and time. Anna 

will issue you an access code for the day and time schedule which you can use to enter the YCC. 

• Members may use the YCC Lounge and Gym free of charge if they are using it for personal use. 

This is a great space to host a child’s Birthday party! 

• Use of the YCC facilities for community purposes—such as team sports—practices or games, 

community events, clubs or parties—will accrue fees of $45.00/hr. for the Gym and $35.00/hr.  

for the Lounge.  

Community groups who use the YCC Gym and/or YCC Lounge 

must provide Proof of Insurance via a Certificate of Liability 

from their Insurance Company. Members who use the space for a 

church-related or personal event will be covered under the 

church’s insurance. 

Both church members and community members using the YCC 

will be responsible for having attendees complete a Covid-19 

Waiver Form, AND 

completing the ‘Sign In/

Out” Form, which are 

available in the YCC 

entryway. These basic 

contracts and procedures help to facilitate communication 

between the church and all users, and keep our facilities in 

good working order.  

If you are looking for a space to gather, host an event or 

play some ball, please contact Anna Laufer and she will 

be glad to work with you to set up your event. 

mailto:admin@sharoncpc.com
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Dear SCPC Members, 

 In the Book of Acts, when the church was in its infancy, the early disciples found a need to 

commission more leaders because they needed help building up the church and caring for God’s 

people. In Acts 6:3, the disciples said, “Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven 

people of good standing full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task.” So, 

in this season of Easter as we celebrate new life in Christ, we will do as the early disciples did and 

raise up new leaders in the church.  

 In April and May, your Nominating Committee is soliciting your recommendations for 

church officers—Deacons and Elders—along with future nominating committee members. You 

will find a recommendation form in this Good News or in the Narthex at church on Sundays. These 

forms may be submitted at church on Sunday or mailed to the church office. You may offer as 

many officer recommendations as you desire and you may even nominate yourself. It is perfectly 

acceptable to let the Nominating Committee know that you believe God is calling you to serve in 

leadership.  

 On the next page, we have given you a roadmap of the Nominating process which outlines 

each step of the process and timeline of events. You will notice that the congregation begins and 

ends the nominating process by first recommending leaders for election and finally electing and 

installing them.  

 We are seeking active members of the congregation to lead who, like the early disciples, are 

“full of the Spirit and of wisdom.” If God is calling you to serve as a 2023 church officer or God 

has placed on your heart someone who is equipped and ready to serve, please fill out a nomination 

form here or in church and let us know about it! The deadline for nomination is Sunday, May 22nd.  

      Easter Peace,  

      Cindy Roberts, Patty Brunette, Chad Henry,  

      Gladys Sanderbeck and Susanne Udvari 
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2022 Nominating Process 



15  

 

Recommendation for Church Officers and Nominating Members 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” - Isiah 6:8 

Is it you? Is it your friend? Serving as a church officer or nominating member is a privilege. Your recommen-
dation for active members of our congregation, including yourself, who you believe would serve the mission 
and purpose of God’s church faithfully and with much dedication is needed.  

According to the Presbyterian Book of Order: To those called to exercise special functions in the church—
deacons, ruling elders, and ministers of the Word and Sacrament—God gives suitable gifts for their various 
duties. In addition to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities, those who undertake particular ministries 
should be persons of strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their 
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the world. 

Please prayerfully offer your recommendation below:  

Name:  ___________________________________________________ 

Suggested for: (CIRCLE ONE) Elder        Deacon          Nominating 

Reason for recommending this person: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Return this completed form to the church office by May 22nd 



The Good News          

Sharon Community Presbyterian Church 

522 Carnot Road     

Moon Township, PA 15108-2317 

“Caring People Reach-

ing Out to Others” 

T 
hank you to everyone who generously 

donated to the West Hills Food Pantry 

during Lent. The Food Pantry began here 

at Sharon Church over 35 years ago and has 

grown from a canned goods distribution effort to 

feed unemployed steel workers to a community 

grocer who distributes fresh fruits, vegetables, 

meats and cheeses as well as household goods to 

any who are in need.   

Scripture reminds us that God loves a cheerful 

giver and it is our great pleasure to continue to 

offer love and support for the incredible 

community service of the Food Pantry.  


