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The church is not a building,
The church Is not a steeple,

The church Is not a resting place,

The church is the people.

However, there is a long and fascinating history
of Sharon Community Presbyterian Church and
its buildings. Therefore, this presentation is not
so much about the people, but more about the
buildings from August 1817 to today in 2017.



Sharon Church grew from meeting in homes
In

To White Church after tornado in 1929



To Youth and Community Center in 2001 To today in 2014



Moon Township (originally called St e v e n Mitish bas the
unique distinction of being the first township in Allegheny
County. The intersection of Beers School Road (now University
Boulevard) and Brodhead/Beaver Grade Roads has been an
Integral intersection throughout Moon's history. The vantage
point in this photograph is virtually unrecognizable today
because of all the development.




Carnot was and is still today the commercial business district
of Moon Township. While much of the open land in this
undated photograph is now shopping centers and fast-food
restaurants, in early 20th-century Moon, the business district
was comprised of a grocery store, a general store, and a real
estate company. The building in the middle was an
elementary school.



While several houses of worship exist in Moon
Township, the oldest by far is Sharon Community
Presbyterian Church. Their roots can be traced as far
back as 1792 when traveling Presbyterian clergymen
first conducted services for early Moon Township
residents.

But not until August 1817 did the church officially
begin its existence with an organized body of
worshippers under Pastor Andrew McDonald. But
even then there was no church building and members
had to content themselves with meeting in their
homes.



When church was in session, there was never any levity or
frivolity to detract from the solemnity of the service. Rev.
MacDonald, in the October 10, 1041 Session minutes

stated, "Resolved that this session consider it irregular and
iInconsistent with a credible Christian profession for church
members to be found engaged in dancing and other

frivolous and sinful amusements, or to permit them to

occur in their houses; and that if they should be practiced,
Session would feel it to be their duty to call such offenders

to an account. o This was to |



Worship was held in a shelter built of branches
near the site of Brodhead Park. During services
2 men would always take a stand near the
structure to keep their i we a tehyesopen for
Indians.

After several years, in 1823, these early
Presbyterians did manage to buy a tent which
was pitched near "the grove on the side of the
hil which lay towards Flaugherty Ru n C
Services were held in the tent whenever
weather permitted. This new group became
known as the "Flaugherty Run Mission". (1)



_ In 1827, under Rev. Robert

‘ Rutherford, a 40 x 50 foot brick
church was begun below the
present cemetery, near the
Intersection of Beaver Grade and

. Carnot (Sharon Clinton) Roads.

Because of its excellent location,
many people chose to build their homes around it, and it
soon became the center of the village of Sharon. The
building was added onto in 1847.



In February of 1829 came the man who was destined to serve as pastor of
the Sharon congregation for the next 50 years, the Reverend Samuel C.
Jennings. He was noted for his energetic work against the traffic and use
of liquor, and fought until he died against its evils. As there was no
physician in this community, Dr. Jennings, having been descended from a
"long line of medical men", felt called to practice the art of healing for
some 20 years. It was not uncommon for his medical bag and dental
forceps to accompany him on a "pastor's call". There is still a set of steps
leading to his home which was between St. Margaret Mary Catholic
Church and Amherst Acres and his grave is located in our cemetery.

In 1847 a decision was made by the
Board of Elders to change the name
of the church from the "Flaugherty
Run Mission" to the "Sharon
Meeting House". (3)

In 1861, the church received its
charter and the name became
"Presbyterian Congregation of
Sharon". (4)



The red brick church building was condemned and demolished in
1868. Preparations were begun for a new and larger white frame
church. Lumber was taken from the old church and used in the
construction of a temporary frame structure for worship. Bricks
from the condemned building were hauled up the hill and became
the foundation for the new church building ( A O% da r oTh® )
new church was dedicated in January 1869. It cost $8,000 to build.




In 1880, Reverend Seth R. Gordon was installed as pastor.
During this pastorate Jeremiah Meek donated ground to the
church for a parsonage and surrounding lands, increasing the
land holdings of Sharon Church to 13 acres. In 1880, a
manse was built by the firm of Curry & Vandervort.
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In 1884, Rev. J. M.
Mercer became pastor
of Sharon Presbyterian
Church.




During his pastorate the church celebrated its 75th
Anniversary in September 1892 with more than 1,200
people and underwent a few changes
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One very notable change in Sharon was the growth and
Increasing importance of the Sunday School department.



Due to mail delivery confusion between the Village
of Sharon in Moon Township and Sharon, PA (a
rising new manufacturing town), we were told to find
a new name. France was acquiring her first
president i Marie Francois Sadi Carnot. The name
Carnot was submitted and approved as the new
name for the Village of Sharon in 1887.

Coraopolis was originally named Middletown. The
daughter of the |l eading c
and nopoliso meaning | 1itt
new name of Coraopolis.
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The cemetery was extended eastward bordering the road
that passed directly in front of the church. In 1905, when the
Carnot-Clinton Road was changed and paved, a great deal
of fill was required and the cemetery that was surrounded by
a wooden fence now had a high bank facing that road
necessitating the building of the cemetery's stone wall.




In 1910 the antiquated oil lamps lighting the interior of the
church were replaced with new gas lighting and a large
gas chandelier was hung in the center of the church.




On September 17, 1918 a new pastor was installed
at "Old Sharon". Reverend L. B. Wissinger took
over the duties that so long had been the
responsibility of Dr. Mercer.

Electricity was installed in the church in 1921.

On April 22, 1921, the Reverend O. C. Griffith was
installed as pastor, with the annual salary of $2,000,
free use of the manse, and four weeks vacation -
quite a raise from Dr. Jennings' original $150 salary.

The next minister to come to Sharon was the
Reverend Lewis O. Smith. Mr. Smith was installed
as regular pastor in May of 1925.



In May and June of 1929, the Board decided to
refurbish the old church and make a slight change in
the collection ritual. The most noticeable change
occurred in the old tradition of collection that was
taken by an Elder who utilized a long pole with a felt
bag at the end. It was now to be taken by a collection
plate.

The sanctuary received new flooring and new electric
lighting, the pews that were small and uncomfortable
were replaced, the choir loft was relocated, and a
pipe organ was purchased. The first organ was a
reed organ that was pumped by feet. The new pipe
organ was pumped by a long lever.



However, renovations were to be short-lived as a tornado
ripped through the area on July 12, 1929. The church roof was
thrown into the graveyard that sits beside the church, and the
Interior of the church was damaged by the torrential rains that
accompanied the tornado. As can be seen below, pieces of the
shattered building were strewn about.







To repair the damaged roof and interior of the church
cost the congregation $6,000 over and above the
$2,000 that was sunk into repairs just weeks before.
The "new" "Old Sharon" reopened on Sunday, October
27, 1929. '-- R RSN,

When the White Church was
first constructed, it did not have
a belfry or a steeple. When the
roof was reconstructed with a
steeper pitch after the tornado,
Mount Calvary Presbyterian
Church of Coraopolis,
Pennsylvania, donated a large
bell. So a cupola/belfry was

added to the new roof to house
the bell.



In November 1933 pastoral duties were then assumed by
the Reverend James M. Briceland.

Sharon was then without a regular pastor for over a year
until Rev. Harry P. Walrond was installed on October 20,

1939.



During the 1940s, Sharon Presbyterian Church was
the only church in Moon Township. For that reason,
the church received graves from the Mt. Gillead
cemetery of the Old Bell Farm Church, which was
razed to make way for the Greater Pittsburgh

International Airport.




During the 1940s, a satellite Sunday School was
held in the Odd Fellows Hall in Stoops Ferry. There
were many children living in that area and
transportation was a problem at that time.



In September 1943, Rev. Clair V. McNeal was
Installed as pastor of Sharon. The next few years in
this community and church were characterized by
World War Il. Because of the scarcity of gasoline and
other rationing, meetings and services were kept at a
minimum. One elder had even asked to resign from
the Session because he was unable to attend the
meetings. The reason: no gas.



Inside of 1945
sanctuary as
S et s ey AL ULHL B remembered by
I 1_3_’_, Fasesl . Bob Campbell.
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In June 1947, the Rev. William M. Allman was
Installed. He initiated the Board of Deacons for
the purpose of assisting in the operation of the
church. In the fall of 1950 the congregation
undertook the enormous task of authorizing the
church officers to borrow $19,000. This money
was to provide funds for church repairs, to
convert the current manse to a parish house,
and to erect a new manse. Emergency exits
were added in the late 1950s.



The new manse was a brick and frame manse. The used
bricks were dumped near the site and were painstakingly
cleaned by Mr. and Mrs. William Eaton. This manse stood
somewhere in the vicinity between the present day

sanctuary and the old Carnot School (now the Moon High
School tennis courts.)




The manse was moved at a
cost of $12,675 in August
1961 to make way for the
Sanctuary addition. The &
Onstott, Brown (undertaker), f,g
Frank Cummings and Bill B
Stouffer families lived in that g%
home after it was moved. '
The foundation of the
manse can still be seen at
the back of the present day
parking lot on the hill e
between the dumpsters and Lo o s o
the end of the cemetery

road.




Rev. William H. Johnson was installed as pastor on April 13,
1956. It was In this year that Sharon began experiencing
"growing pains". The congregation now began to realize that
the present facilities and programs, while having served the
community nobly in the past, were fast becoming inadequate
for the growing community and church. Prior to this year, the
activities and growth had been slowly but steadily moving;
now the bubble was bursting. Sharon was no longer a rural,
country church. It was time for her sleep to be over. Sharon
was to have a new awakening and a rebirth.

The Presbyterian Congregation of Sharon changed its name
to the Sharon Presbyterian Church of Moon Township (4)
In the Fall of 1956. The name changed just two years later in
1958 to Sharon Community Presbyterian Church (5)
(SCPOQO).



By 1957, Sharon Community Presbyterian Church's Sunday school
enrollment was more than the church could handle. It was decided that
the church would take on a $100,000 Christian Education building
project. The church broke ground on August 5, 1958 and a Christian
Education Building was constructed and dedicated to the glory of God
on June 7, 1959.

Mary wWm. Wilbur Charles Sam Don
Stauffer Eaton  Huntley Norman Dugan Sohn
unknown unknown Genevieve M/M Monroe Bernice Emma

Dugan Lauderbaugh  Woolrich Hay



