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The Good News 
Dear Sharon Faithful, 

Is there something you are longing for these days? As the November 

weather cools and the leaves fall, I begin to long for the warmth and 

comfort of home. With the coming holidays on my mind, I long for 

cooking with my family, creating a Christmas cookie strategy, and 

decorating our Christmas tree.  

Of course, I long for deeper things, too. I long for peace in our nation  

and in all nations; a sense of community where grace and friendship, 

acceptance and cooperation are common and practiced; families who do 

not go hungry, employment that offers real provision and sustenance, a 

place that every person can safely call home; dignity freely offered and 

exchanged, and help for those who need it. I also long for the felt 

presence of God’s holy Spirit touching every life and the steady 

companionship of the risen Jesus. 

The prophet Isaiah foretells that “a child has been born for us, ...and he 

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  

Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 

and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore.” 

Then, God comes to us and unleashes healing power through Jesus the 

Christ to bring us peace, to counsel us, to provide stability in a chaotic 

world, and to usher in the reign of God’s equanimity. Christ is God’s 

answer to our longing.  

Through Christ, God pours a never-ending supply of love and adoration 

into our lives, healing into our woundedness, and gives us hope in the 

hardest of times. And this Advent 

season, we will be celebrating 

together the love and hope of 

God’s Incarnation through the 

worship, study and fellowship 

engagements we have prepared 

for you here at SCPC. 
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This year, we will follow the Advent season with a weekly Open Sanctuary—a time of contemplation, 

reflection and prayer every Wednesday of Advent in the SCPC Sanctuary from noon—2:00pm. If you 

have been in need of a quiet place to be with God or simply a place of rest or respite, please join us in 

the solace of the sanctuary mid-week throughout Advent. The sanctuary will be infused with calming 

music and you may come and go as you please during this time. 

  

Next, we will celebrate the joys of the season with a 

special Christmas Concert by the Sounds of 

Pittsburgh on December 4
th
 @ 4:00 p.m. These talented ladies who gather and sing here at SCPC 

every week will be sharing their joy and musicianship with us for a holiday celebration. 

Then, our SCPC worship team will be offering a new Advent Service of Healing and Hope: Let There 

Be Light held on the evening of December 11
th
 @ 7:00 p.m. It is a special evening service designed to 

honor your longing and expect Christ’s healing. 

On Saturday, December 17
th
, our families will gather for the first annual Gingerbread Bash. If you 

have not been able to connect with the other families of SCPC or have been away from church, then 

this is the perfect time to reconnect! Please come in joy and friendship. 

Beloved, may this Christmas season offer you a place where your longings may be answered with the 

love and renewal of Christ.  

     Blessed and Holy Advent, 

Christmas Concert 
December 4th @ 4:00 pm in the SCPC Sanctuary 

The Sounds of Pittsburgh Chorus, an award winning a cappella women's 

chorus, and special guests Top Shelf men’s quartet, will present a concert  

  at 4:00 pm on December 4, 2022.  Fellowship and refreshments will be  

    hosted by our Deacons after the performance. 

       Musical selections will include many holiday and Christmas favorites  

         such as "Winter Wonderland" and "Silent Night," as well as some  

            popular songs we love to sing, plus a special musical duet with  

                the men and women singing together. 

                   Come join the fun and get into the Christmas spirit with us! 
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Come and celebrate the birth of our Savior on Christmas Eve,  

Saturday December 24th at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary. 

Our worship will be joyful and music will be resplendent!  

We will share the light of Christ and hear the trumpets pronounce a newborn king.  

Come and rejoice people of God!  

Let There Be Light: An Advent Service  
of Healing and Hope 

Sunday, December 11
th

 @ 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Jesus beckons us, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. Mt 11:28-30 

Let There Be Light is a time of music, reflection, and anointing designed to bring the light 
of Christ into our longings, our disappointments, and our broken heartedness.  

While there is great hope and joy in Advent, we do not always feel “in the spirit” of things 
and experience grief in a number of ways. This service honors the fullness of our feelings 
during Advent and offers Christ’s compassion and healing for all who come and gather in 

Jesus’ name. 

Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved,  
for you are the one I praise. Jeremiah 17:14 



4 

 

Worship News 

Advent Decorating 
The Worship, Music & Arts Committee will meet Monday, 

November 21
st
 at 10 AM to decorate the sanctuary for 

Advent and Christmas. We would love to have more 

volunteers join us. All of the supplies are already at the 

church; just bring yourself!  

Please contact Chira Cratsley (chira.cratsley@gmail.com; 

412.956.7489) or Bob Lintner (blintner401@gmail.com; 

724.457.8054) for more information. 

Christmas Dedications 

Poinsettias are available for $10 each if you’d like to purchase one or more  

in memory and/or or in honor of a loved one.  Orders must be received by 

the church office no later than Sunday, December 4
th

.  

Please use the order form included in this issue of the Good News. 

Open Sanctuary  
Wednesdays in Advent  

Noon to 2:00 PM 

You’re invited to come to the SCPC Sanctuary every 

Wednesday in Advent (November 30, December 7, 

December 14 and December 21) from Noon to 2:00 PM 

for a time of rest, personal prayer, reflection, and 

contemplative music.  

The Sanctuary will be beautifully decorated in 

preparation for remembering the birth of our Savior. 

Feel free to come and go as you please; stay for as 

short or long as you like. 

No Church on December 25th 
We will not be having church on Sunday morning, December 25

th
 to  

allow for our staff to spend time with their families for the holidays  

and to give the Worship Team a much-needed time of rest.   

Have a safe and relaxing week, and we will see everyone back  

at church on Sunday, January 1, 2023 at 10:30 AM!  
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JOIN US FOR A FOUR-WEEK  

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS STUDY SERIES BASED ON 

Advent in Plain Sight: A Devotion through Ten Objects, by Jill J. Duffield 

Pastor Becky will lead discussion 

every Sunday 9:00 a.m.—10:00a.m. 

in Fellowship Hall 

November 27— Gates 

December 4— Belts 

December 11— Tears 

December 18— Trees 

Books are available on Amazon and Kindle 

and offer daily devotions through 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 

 

At Christmas, God came into our ordinary world in the form of a child, and still today, God is at work 

through the ordinary stuff of life, if we train our eyes to see.  The book, Advent in Plain Sight, draws 

attention to ordinary objects that appear in the biblical narratives of messianic prophesy and incarnation. 

Through focusing on these objects, we can see the kingdom of heaven on earth and ponder what that 

divine closeness enables and asks us to do and be. 

This year our church will use the Advent season to facilitate conversation and connection to each other and 

the meaning of this time in the church year. The goal of this group study will be to focus on spiritual lessons 

and recognize how the seemingly ordinary can reveal the extraordinary presence of God in our lives. 
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Mission & Outreach 

Christmas Joy Offering 

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING is a wonderful opportunity to show our gratitude for God’s 

generosity to us in giving us his Son, Jesus Christ! Envelopes for this offering will be available in the 

Narthex from  

This offering is used to help to provide financial assistance to Church workers and their families when 

required to meet basic needs.  This offering also supports minority students attending Presbyterian 

schools and colleges equipping communities of color.  

Fifteen percent of our offering stays right here in Pittsburgh and is given to minority student with 

financial need who have legal or permanent residence within the bonds of the Pittsburgh Presbytery. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR JOYOUS SUPPORT! 

Support the West Hills Food Pantry Families 
During the month of November, the Mission Committee will be 

collecting donations of $20 for West Hills Food Pantry clients .  

The Food Pantry uses these donations to purchase gift cards 

for their clients.  

Gift cards allow the people the dignity of purchasing their own gifts for their families. Cash donations 

allow the West Hills Food Pantry more flexibility in providing the gift cards. 

If you would like to make a donation: 

1. Please write: “Mission Committee Food Pantry Gift Card Donation” on an envelope. 

2. Place $20 cash or check made payable to Sharon Community Presbyterian Church  

with “Food Pantry Gift Card” written on the memo line in the envelope. (If you opt to make a 

cash donation, please donation be sure to include your name.) 

3. Place the envelope the offering plate in the narthex, or send it to the church office  

or put them in the mail slot at the office entrance to the church.  

All donations must be received by November 27
th

  

Thank You for helping to make the holidays more cheerful for the food pantry clients. 
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Thank you SCPC for your overwhelming response to our Membership Mailing!  

We have received over 100 responses and they are still coming in. If you have not returned  

your membership response form, please send it to the church office by November 15
th

.  

This membership mailing is helping to update our rolls as well as your contact information,  

church interests, and communications. Elder Lorna Phillips will be calling everyone  

from whom we have not heard this week in order to update your information.  

We do not want to leave anyone out, so please be in touch! 

2023 Offering  

Envelopes are 

available for pick-up  

in the Narthex 

Inspirational Words from  

the Deacons 

After the recent election, some people may find 

themselves in a state of worry and uncertainty 

about the results. Whichever political side you 

are on, you still may have some of those post 

election feelings. 

It is important when we feel those feelings, that 

we turn our worries over to God and find peace 

in his presence.  He is there for us, and he is 

there to listen to us and provide solace.  When 

you experience times that lead you feeling 

troubled, just keep praying. Ask the Lord to help 

you emotionally deal with any uncertainty you 

are feeling post election.  Feel Gods arms 

wrapped around you and allow yourself to feel 

peace. 

   Blessings, 

   Megan Anderson 

Upcoming Dates: 

  Next Deacons’ Meeting: November 13th 

  Advent begins: Sunday, November 27th 

  Christmas Concert and Fellowship:  

December 4th @ 4 PM 

The Per Capita amount for  

2023 is $35.70 
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Operation Christmas Child 

National Collection Week is November 14th—20th 

 Pick up your shoebox, labels, and directions in the narthex 

beginning on Sunday, November 6
th

. 

 Fill your shoebox with suggested items, secure with a rubber 

band, and attach the label. 

 Return your shoebox to the church with $9 (cash or check made 

out to Sharon Community Presbyterian Church) to cover shipping 

no later than Sunday, November 20
st

. 

   

We had a wonderful Trunk-or-Treat event on Sunday, October 30th. 

Thank you RMU students from ΔΦΕ sorority and church members  

who were there to hand out candy. All of our kids had a great time! 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Family Ministry 
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Advent Adventures 
This year, Advent begins on Sunday,  

November 27
th
 this year.  

In Children’s Church, we will follow a  

four-week curriculum called “The Adverbs 

of Advent.” Children will learn the HOW, 

WHERE and WHEN of Jesus’ birth.  

Each family will receive a devotional  

and advent chain to continue the lessons  

at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 17th 1pm-3pm 

Candy canes are sweet, but Jesus is the sweetest gift ever! 

Families will work as a team to create a gingerbread nativity while we play games,  

watch videos, drink hot chocolate, and sing songs. All materials provided. 

Registration is required.  

Check your email for the link to sign your family up for this sweet event. 
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Since our last update in the Spring, the Finance/

Generosity Committee, in close cooperation with 

the Property Committee, has been very busy 

working to achieve a number of the objectives 

included in our strategic initiatives developed 

earlier this year.  

First, we would like to provide an update on the 

financial health of Sharon Church. You will recall 

that our 2022 budget projected a large operating 

deficit for the year. We’re happy to report that 

through October, as a result of your ongoing 

generosity, along with careful expense 

management by the office staff and various 

committees, we go into the final two months of 

the year in a modest operating surplus position, 

with the hope that we will be able to avoid a 

deficit for the full year. To make that happen, we 

continue to urge you to generously share your 

gifts from God with Sharon Church, allowing us to 

do God’s work in our community and beyond.   

Our financial flexibility has also been broadened 

in recent months, as we have secured direct and 

immediate access to both loans and investment 

funds that are available for our use in achieving 

our strategic initiative to enhance our worship 

space. You will be hearing more about these 

plans and initiatives at our congregational 

meeting on November 27
th
. 

Next, through the efforts of Kilee Bomgardner, 

who has joined the Finance team, we have 

reviewed our long-term investment funds held 

with the Presbyterian Foundation, and identified 

an opportunity to have our funds more actively 

managed through another group at the 

Foundation, at a lower cost to the Church. With 

this move, we will have dedicated investment 

professionals managing our portfolio rather than 

the passive investment offerings we have used 

for many years. We believe that this will provide 

greater financial benefits for us going forward, as 

we work to maintain long-term financial stability 

for our church.   

Finally, we have made significant progress this 

year in addressing one of our top strategic 

initiatives – upgrades and enhancements to the 

main building’s electrical systems, bringing our 

facility up to current code and standards, and 

preparing for further enhancements to our 

worship space. Much of the electrical work is 

finished, with final completion of the project 

expected this year. Additionally, we have 

completed the replacement of all church lighting 

with LED bulbs/

fixtures, which 

will result in long-

term cost savings 

and enhanced 

energy efficiency.    

We are blessed 

by your ongoing 

support, and 

God’s guiding 

hand and voice, as we work diligently to prepare 

Sharon Church to thrive in the coming years. 

Sunday, November 27th  

after Worship @ 11:30 AM 

The congregation will meet to review and approve the Finance  

Committee’s financial strategic plan for our 2023 initiatives. 
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Chili Cook-off Results &  

“The Big Drop” 

Megan Anderson (with daughter 

Ariana) who was crowned the 

‘2022 SCPC Chili Champ’ 

2 lbs. ground beef 

2 cans light red kidney 

beans (Joan of arc brand) 

1 

1 can chili beans 

2 cans diced tomatoes  

1 packet Lipton soup mix- 

beefy onion flavor 

chili powder 

pepper 

1 packet Ortega mild taco 

Instructions 
In a Skillet:: 

Brown ground meat and drain. Follow taco 

seasoning instructions (3/4 c water and seasoning 

packet.) Stir until sauces thickens 

In the Crockpot: 

Put all canned ingredients and the Lipton soup packet 

in a crockpot. Stir in meat. Stir in 2 tablespoons of  

 chili powder. Stir in pepper (1/2 teaspoon or to taste.) 

Megan’s Winning Chili Recipe 



The Good News        

Sharon Community Presbyterian Church 

522 Carnot Road   

Moon Township, PA 15108-2317 

Ryan Busch, a child of Sharon Church and son of Doug and Sherri Busch, 

was recently in a horrible car accident and had to undergo multiple surgeries. 

The driver that hit him did not have a license or car insurance. He needs all  

of our prayers and support. Let’s all come together help get the medical bills 

and the Busch household back on track.  

Ryan has a long road ahead with healing and therapy before he can  

get back to work. 

All proceeds will be donated to the Ryan Busch family.  


