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The Good News 
Blessed Sharon Faithful,  

Grace and peace to you this Advent! As we make our way to 

the manger together with Mary and Joseph and arrive at Christmas, 

we recall Godôs mighty acts through those who came before us and 

helped us to forge pathways and made us who we are today. In every 

life, God speaks. In every generation, God acts. And in Advent, we will 

take the time to appreciate our ancestorsðbiblical, familial, common 

and uncommon. 

I have been admiring our new church doors. And as we have 

been putting fresh coats of paint on them and welcoming young 

children through them who fill our downstairs classrooms with the 

laughter and play, it feels like God is bringing people and life and hope 

back into this old church. And while I know that God has, of course, 

never left the church, it is an honor and privilege to witness God 

speaking anew through our generation of believers and Godôs people 

here at Sharon.  

We may not always remember, but the SCPC we know today 

was not always a brick-and-mortar church where we sat forward-facing 

in wooden pews, with amplified music and technology that projects our 

liturgy and music. No, we began 

as the Flaugherty Run Mission, a 

new worshipping community who 

met private homes and then a tent! 

In 1817, when our church was first 

organized, our ancestors were 

pioneers, living on the Western 

front of the loosely held United 

States of America. 

From there, Godôs people built its 

first red brick church in 1823 at the 

bottom of the hill in the town of 

Sharon, hence our name. Yet, by 

1868, the red brick church was 

falling apart. So, its bricks were 

moved up the hill to create the  
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foundation for a new ñwhite church,ò where the YCC stands today.  

Depending on how old you are, you may remember the ñwhite churchò being a red brick 

church. One of our beloved members, Clyde Meanor, used to share his stories of growing up in a 

red brick church. He and his father would arrive at the church at sunrise to shovel the coal to light 

the furnaces before worship every Sunday. They would also ring the church bell and call Godôs 

people to gather. Faithful ancestors, whom God inspired to keep our church warm and filled with 

Godôs love and life.  

Our remarkable 

and long history reminds 

us of the saints who came 

before us. It also reveals 

God enduring presence 

through feast and famine, 

through tornadoes and 

reconstruction, through 

steel and airplanes and 

COVID19. And when we 

look back over time, we 

can see that Godôs people 

here at Sharon are 

survivors. We tend to be 

people who are adaptable 

and innovative, strong-willed and generous, hard-working and deep-loving, and who seek and 

follow God faithfully throughout the generations. 

Included in this Good News is an Advent Calendar for you to chart your path and color your 

way to Christmas Day. Each day you are invited to reflect on your ancestors and those who 

surround you today and wonder: What does each person pass on or contribute? How did/do they 

participate in Godôs love and purpose? Which ones refuse Godôs justice and what can I learn from 

them? What is my role now?  

Beloved, growing in Godôs love and trusting in Godôs presence is a generational task. This 

Advent we will celebrate our rich and long history as Godôs people here at Sharon. People who 

come together, in Christôs name, because we believe that God is still giving birth to new 

experiences of Christôs salvation for us, in us, and all around us.  

So, rejoice in this Advent season of remembrance and expectation! For as Mary once sang, 

ñthe Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those 

who revere him from generation to generation.ò (Luke 1:49-50) May God be with you and continue 

to be the God of revelation for you this Christmas. 

With Advent Joy and Hope, 
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Christmas Events at Sharon Church 

Christmas Card Mailing 

Beginning Sunday, November 30th 

Help spread some Christmas Cheer to our At-Home 

Members Pick up your cards in the Narthex! 

Christmas Concert 
presented by the  
Sounds of Pittsburgh 

Join us on  
Sunday, December 7th 

@ 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
Sunday, December 21st  

@ 10:30 a.m. in Worship 

A Jazzy Little Christmas 
Sunday, December 14th during Worship 

@10:30 a.m. 

Featuring Jazz renditions of  
Christmas Classics 
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Worship News 

Christmas Dedications 

Poinsettias are available for $12 each if youôd like to purchase one or more 

in memory and/or or in honor of a loved one.  

Orders must be received in the church office no later than Sunday, 

November 30
th
. An order form is included in this issue of the Good News. 

ÉƨŰĬċǃЯШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΞΟƖĬШ 
ċŉƣĲƖШìŸƖƚőŔƓЯШѼШ 

~ŸŰĬċǃЯШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΞΠƣőШѻШΝΜШċЮůЮШ 

The Worship, Music & Arts Committee will meet Sunday, 

November 23
rd
 after church for wreaths and trees. On 

Monday, November 24
th
 at 10 a.m. WMA will meet to finish 

decorating. We would love to have 

more volunteers join us! 

We also welcome volunteers to 

help with undecorating on Sunday, 

January 4
th
 for wreaths and trees, 

and Monday, January 5
th
 at 10 AM 

for everything else, if needed. 

Come and celebrate the birth of our Savior on Christmas Eve,  

Tuesday, December 24
th
 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Our worship will be joyful and music will be resplendent!  

We will share the light of Christ and hear the trumpets pronounce a newborn king.  

Come and rejoice people of God!  
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Worship News 

The Sounds of Pittsburgh Chorus, along with special 

guests Steel City Ukulele Group, will present  

a concert at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 7
th
, at 

Sharon Community Presbyterian Church. 

The Deacons will host a reception after the 

performance. 

Come hear some of your holiday and  

Christmas favorites. 
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Mission & Outreach 

Support the West Hills Food Pantry Families 

During November, the Mission and Outreach Committee will be 

collecting donations to support the Christmas Shop of the West 

Hills Food Pantry (WHFP). 

Based on their data base, WHFP purchases many gift items 

appropriate for their clients.  The clients then are able to select 

from the Christmas Shop, gifts for their family members  

free of charge from the Christmas Shop.  

All donations will be used to support the Christmas Shop and bring 

cheer to those experiencing food insecurity. 

Donations will be collected from Sunday, November 2
nd
 through 

Sunday, November 23
rd
. Please use the envelope provided in this Good 

News. There will also be envelopes for available in the Narthex.  

If you are writing a check: 

§ Make checks payable to SHARON CHURCH 

§ On the Memo Line WHFP Christmas Cheer 

Thank You for your cheerful support of the food pantry. 

November 2nd and all donations must be received by November 23rd  

Vjg"Ejtkuvocu"Lq{"Qhhgtkpi"ku"cp"cppwcn"hwpftckukpi"kpkvkcvkxg"d{"vjg"Rtgud{vgtkcp"
Ejwtej"*W0U0C0+"vq"uwrrqtv"vyq"ockp"ecwugu<"cuukuvcpeg"hqt"tgvktgf"ejwtej"
yqtmgtu"cpf"vjgkt"hcoknkgu"cpf"gfwecvkqpcn"uwrrqtv"hqt"uvwfgpvu"cv"Rtgud{vgtkcp-
tgncvgf"uejqqnu"cpf"eqnngigu"vjcv"ugtxg"eqoowpkvkgu"qh"eqnqt0"Kv"ku"c"yc{"hqt"
Rtgud{vgtkcpu"vq"ujctg"vjg"lq{"qh"vjg"Ejtkuvocu"ugcuqp"d{"rtqxkfkpi"jgnr"vq"
vjqug"kp"pggf"cpf"kpxguvkpi"kp"hwvwtg"ejwtej"ngcfgtu0    

Envelopes for this offering will be available in the Narthex from 

Checks should be made out to 

Sharon Community Presbyterian Church, with óChristmas Joyô in the memo line.

Christmas Joy Offering in December 

https://pcusa.org/christmas-joy-offering
https://pcusa.org/christmas-joy-offering

