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Dear Church Family,
In the wake of Saturday’s
shooting, we are left to process the
baseless killing of innocent
members of the Tree of Life
congregation as well as the hate
and vitriol that precipitated it.
Certainly we feel a great sadness
for the victims of the shooting,
their families and friends. Perhaps
we even feel fearful that the anti-Semitism and volatility that provoked their deaths will
continue to grow and reach our own doors. One of our church members said to me on
Sunday on the way out of worship, “What can we do? How are we supposed to engage
people who are so angry and don’t want listen to anyone?” It’s like we can see our
country’s anxiety and anger swirling around us all of the time, but no one really wants to
strike a match and ignite a red-hot fire.
So, how do we begin to re-build our communities and our country, and re-establish
places of peace and relationships of mutual respect and dignity? We love our neighbors.
The gospel is unambiguous in its call for people of faith to uphold the essential dignity
of all people in love—denouncing hatred, hate speech, and acts of hate that serve to
marginalize and target one another.
“Tolerance” of the other is merely a first step toward love, but not the last. And as
Christ’s disciples, we are called to pursue genuine love, respecting and accepting our
differences without degrading or demeaning God’s presence and purpose in another. In
short, if we can look for God and the good in other people—even the ones with whom

we disagree—we will likely find it. And when we uphold a common worth and value of
our brothers and sisters, a civil society is created—a place where we may continue to
“grow into our salvation” (1 Peter 2:2) and reach a greater understanding of God and
God’s desire for unity and peace on earth.
For now, especially this week, we grieve the loss of our neighbors and join our Jewish
brothers and sisters in their communal prayers for the dead called El Malei Rachamim,
“God, full of Mercy.” Please pray in solidarity with the Jewish community for the souls
lost last week:
God, full of mercy, who dwells in the heights, provide a sure rest upon the wings of the
Divine Presence, within the range of the holy, pure and glorious, whose shining
resemble the sky’s, to the soul of (Hebrew name of deceased) son/daughter of (Hebrew
name of father). Therefore, the Master of Mercy will protect them forever, from behind
the hiding of their wings, and will tie their soul with the rope of life. The Everlasting is
their heritage, and they shall rest peacefully upon their lying place, and let us say:
Amen.

Amen.
Pastor Becky
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GENEROSITY TEAM
Greetings to my Sharon Church Family from the confines of the Mizer home family room.
First, I thank God for all of you and the outpouring of love, care and prayers I have received
from all of you. You are all a blessing to me.
So much has happened since I last saw most of you. And, it appears it will still be weeks before
I am able to return to be with you. But, that is the way it is with injuries like mine.
Accidents do happen and most of the time there is nothing we can do to prepare for them. I
cannot rue my plight because I know in time I will be back to normal as long as I behave myself
and do the therapy that I know is coming. I also know many people in our church and families
are suffering ills and pains from which there may be no recovery. Why should I be unhappy at
being grounded for a short time? I am truly blessed!
All of this keeps me focused sharply on how the church ministers to us. And, it makes me think
of all the people who do not have a church family or church home. This is especially important
with us being in the midst of focusing and praying about our generosity for our future and how
well we can serve others in our community. Without your generosity there can be no church,
there would be no mission. (Forgive me for continuing to beat this drum.)
Thank you, all, for keeping our church in your prayers and for supporting it with your time,
talent and treasure. We do make a difference in our community. Thanks be to God.

Blessings, Mark Mizer

There’s still time to sign up for the Women’s
On Site Retreat led by Page Creach on
Saturday, November 10, 2018, from 9-3.
The topic is “How to Train the Mind”. A
light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
The cost is $25. Sign up in the Narthex
(Nov. 4) or call the church office. Bring a
friend for a day of fellowship and learning.
NAME TAGS - New name badges have been purchased for the Elders, Deacons, Ushers,
Sunday School Teachers and Group Leaders. Teachers and ushers are encouraged to wear
theirs whenever they are teaching or ushering. Deacons and Elders are encouraged to wear
theirs at all times at church so that the congregation is able to identify church leaders.

Did You Know?

Did you know that there are many ways to volunteer on Sunday mornings?
• You can volunteer to help with the cablecast of the worship service. Contact Todd
Carter or Tom Capkovic
• You can volunteer to serve home communion. Contact Jan Weber.
• You can join the young adults group. Contact Dave Michaels.
• Greet in the narthex before worship. Contact Deb Prostko.
FALL CLEAN-UP: Save the date! The Annual Fall Clean-Up around
the church will be held a little later than usual this year, to allow a bit more
time for the leaves to drop. We will be working on Saturday, December
1 from 8:00 to 12:00, and can use all the help we can get. There’s always
indoor work to do, but the first priority will be on raking leaves and doing
general clean-up outside around the church. Please bring a rake or leaf
blower if you have one. Juice and doughnuts and hot drinks will be
provided. Please plan to join us if you can.
If you can’t come for the full 4 hours, come whenever you can, for as long
as you can. “Many hands make light work.”
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MISSION SUNDAYS
NOVEMBER 4
DECEMBER 2
Hope to see you, please join us in Fellowship Hall at 10:00AM!
EVERYONE is invited to participate in the first Mission Sunday activity on November 4, 2018,
from 10 – 10:45AM in Fellowship Hall. We will be assembling and packing boxes for
Operation Christmas Child, an organization that distributes the boxes to needy children all over
the world.
Needed are donations of small personal care items, toys, school supplies and anything you think
a child might need or love that will fit in a box the size of a shoe box. (No toothpaste or candy).
Monetary donations are also needed as it costs $9 to ship each box and provide materials for
Bible Schools to which each recipient is invited to attend. (Make checks to Sharon Church with
Operation Christmas Child on the memo line.) Items can be brought to the church office or the
Narthex anytime or to Fellowship Hall on November 4. Although Operation Christmas Child
boxes will be provided, you may also fill your own shoe box at home and bring it to the church
on November 4.
This will be the first of the Mission Sundays which will be held the first Sunday of the month
during the Nurture hour. Everyone is invited to participate as there will be no Sunday School
for children or adults on Mission Sundays. Each Mission Sunday will focus on a different
Mission theme but all will be intergenerational which has been identified as an ongoing hope
for Sharon Church.
The entire congregation is encouraged to participate in the mission engagement opportunity on
Sunday morning Dec.2nd during the ten o’clock hour in Fellowship Hall. We will be using
white lunch bags that will be decorated by our children to be filled with a dozen Christmas
cookies baked by church volunteers and packaged by adults that morning then secured with a
decorative ribbon. The bags will be
labeled with at home members
addresses and people will be
encouraged to volunteer to deliver a
treat bag to a person they have
selected. As with all Mission
Engagement Sundays there will be
no Sunday school for adults or
children on Dec. 2nd so everyone
will be free to participate in this
planned project. The homemade
cookie bags should be a wonderful
way for our congregation to spread Christmas cheer to fellow members who have difficulty
getting to church for a variety of reasons. We hope you plan on joining us for this in-house
holiday mission opportunity.

Mission Milestones
November, 2018
Here we are in the month of Thanksgiving! The Mission Committee of SCPC is so thankful for
all the support in time, talent and treasure that this congregation has given to our mission causes
and projects.
On October 2nd, many individuals and groups contributed to our serving a meal at Pleasant
Valley Men’s Shelter for men experiencing homelessness. The Mission Committee provided
and cooked the main dishes. Thanks go to Steve and Stacy Ford, Gladys Johnston and Dan and
Grace Peters. Wayne Schuliger coordinated the Men’s Group effort. They made a financial
contribution toward the cost of the food and Wayne Schuliger, Dan Peters and Walt Gorr
delivered the food. What’s a dinner without dessert and the Willing Workers provided the
cookies. We are grateful to Zonda Gsell, Joan Hubler, Nancy Moore and Jeanne Sergi for the
delicious cookies.
This congregation is also generous with Mission dollars. In addition to our special offerings
which will amount to about $11,325 in 2018 and our support for the West Hills Food Pantry
operations amount to $15,674, the Mission Committee has been able to financially support the
following missions:

The Uncommon Grounds Café - $1,000
Herb Bailey, Director of Ministry, for the Uncommon Grounds Café - $1,500
(Herb is required to raise his own support.)
The Uncommon Grounds Café is a holistic ministry meeting the needs of the
least, the lost and the lonely in Aliquippa, PA.
The Brother’s Brother Foundation - $1500 for hurricane relief
Bothers’ Brother Foundation is a Pittsburgh based international charity that
provides medical supplies, pharmaceuticals, text books, food, seeds and other
humanitarian needs all over the world.
Family Promise - $500 Family Promise provides programming and shelter for
families experiencing temporary homelessness. The promise is that families
will be kept together during the crisis of homelessness. We also regularly
provide hands on assistance in meeting the needs of these people.
Samaritan Counseling - $300 Samaritan Counseling is a faith based service
offering mental health and substance abuse services. Sharon Church has a
long connection with this group.

None of this mission giving would be possible without the generous contributions of time,
treasure and talent from individuals in this congregation.

WEST HILLS FOOD PANTRY
WALMART CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS
The Mission Committee is collecting donations of $20 Walmart Gift Cards for the clients of
West Hills Food Pantry. These gift cards allow the people the dignity of purchasing their own
gifts for their families and Walmart is a convenient place for them to shop.
GIFT CARD ENVELOPES will be placed in your bulletins on Nov. 11, 18 and 25th.
DONATIONS can be made in 2 ways:
1. Purchase as many Walmart Cards as you wish to donate, put them in the Gift Card
Envelope and place them in the silver GIVING BASKET in the narthex.
2. Put $20 cash in the envelope or make a check payable to Sharon Community
Presbyterian Church with Food Pantry Gift Card written on the memo line and we
will purchase the $20 gift cards on your behalf. Put the cash or check in the gift card
envelopes and place in the GIVING BASKET or send them to the church office.
ALL DONATIONS MUST BE MADE BY DECEMBER 2ND!!!!!
THANK YOU for helping to make the holidays a little brighter for the food pantry clients.
We are thankful for your GENEROSITY,
Your Mission Committee,
Grace Peters, Stacy Ford, Gladys Johnston and Wayne Schuliger

Christmas Cards and Our Shut-Ins
We have lots of cards, but there are only a handful of Deacons to
spread that cheer! We thought it would be wonderful to get
many people in our congregation involved
in helping us spread some Christmas cheer to our home-bound
members. Please stop by the table in the narthex, pick up a packet of
cards and a sheet with names and addresses on it, sign the cards, and
mail them in time for the holiday. This card project will start in late
November and run through Christmas.
If you have any questions, comments, or ideas about cards,
please contact me at wildernesstraveller@yahoo.com or at (412) 9835954.
Thank you from your Greeting Card Coordinator!
Sharon Church Deacons, Megan Hamsher

Rocking and Talking with Dr. George BranchTrevathan
Associate Professor of Religion at Thiel College
Sunday, November 11th at 10:00 a.m.
In Fellowship Hall
Bring your burning questions of the Bible,
God in the world,
or life in general. We will grab some coffee, rock and talk
together. This is not a lecture or a class, but a
conversation among God’s people.
All are welcomed, so come and rock and
talk as we get to know one another!

Jan Weber's son Dan and his wife Cori just had a new
baby boy on Sept. 26th. Zachary Hunter Weber weighed
9 lbs and 13 oz and joins 3-year-old sister Kayleigh in
making a family of four.
We're delighted to share with you the birth of Zackary
Hunter Weber born Sept. 26th to Dan and Cori Weber,
grandson to Jan Weber and sibling of three year old
Kayleigh. May God bless him as he joins his family and
we welcome him as our newest church
member. Congratulations Weber family!

Sharon Church has recently been blessed with
another new baby. Gabrielle and Kyle Shaffer-Bush
gave birth to a little girl, Madilyn Joann, on Monday
Oct. 1st. She weighed 8# 7oz and is doing
well. Madilyn joins her one year old brother, John
Henry and big brother Roman. Dennis and Joann
Shaffer are the proud grandparents. May God bless
them as we welcome Madilyn into our church
family.
Madilyn will be baptized on November 11th at our
11:00 Worship Service.

There’s still time to sign up for the Women’s
On Site Retreat led by Page Creach on
Saturday, November 10, 2018, from 9-3.
The topic is “How to Train the Mind”. A
light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
The cost is $25. Sign up in the Narthex
(Nov. 4) or call the church office. Bring a
friend for a day of fellowship and learning.
NAME TAGS - New name badges have been purchased for the Elders, Deacons, Ushers,
Sunday School Teachers and Group Leaders. Teachers and ushers are encouraged to wear
theirs whenever they are teaching or ushering. Deacons and Elders are encouraged to wear
theirs at all times at church so that the congregation is able to identify church leaders.

Did You Know?

Did you know that there are many ways to volunteer on Sunday mornings?
• You can volunteer to help with the cablecast of the worship service. Contact Todd
Carter or Tom Capkovic
• You can volunteer to serve home communion. Contact Jan Weber.
• You can join the young adults group. Contact Dave Michaels.
• Greet in the narthex before worship. Contact Deb Prostko.

FALL CLEAN-UP: Save the date! The Annual Fall Clean-Up around
the church will be held a little later than usual this year, to allow a bit more
time for the leaves to drop. We will be working on Saturday, December
1 from 8:00 to 12:00, and can use all the help we can get. There’s always
indoor work to do, but the first priority will be on raking leaves and doing
general clean-up outside around the church. Please bring a rake or leaf
blower if you have one. Juice and doughnuts and hot drinks will be
provided. Please plan to join us if you can.
If you can’t come for the full 4 hours, come whenever you can, for as long
as you can. “Many hands make light work.”

Members

Joanne Hagar
Joe Sergi
Henry family
Mark Mizer
Zwergel family
Jane Schuliger
James and the Cratsley family
Joyce Zalucky
Abby Zalucky
Judy Yeck
Painter family
ClaraAnne Schmidt
June Campbell
Grace Bowden and family
Shane Corcoran
Jerry Campbell and family
Pat Hersh
Renee Shutak and family
Gordon Hurlburt
David & Carol Gordon
“Hank” Erskine
Mary Ann Sirney

Family & Friends

Lee Ann Perko & family (Cindy Zwergel)
Ann (Lorna Phillips)
George Jones (Judy Yeck)
Shannon (Judy Yeck)
Jennifer (Barb Cain)

Kathy Seeds (Joanne Hagar)
Caleb Leone (Judy Yeck)

Betty Miller (Sandy)
Joe Orient family (Sandy)
Maria Guzzo and her family (Lucie Lenz)
Lannie Gartner
James
Amanda & Kim (Myra)

Connie (Pam Wieland)

Carol (Sandy Hershberger)
Dave (Eonta)
Steve (Linda Corcoran)
Elizabeth (Cindy Zwergel)
Kurt (Sharon Krupka)

Marty (Wade & Elaine Hoffman)

Teri (Joanne Hagar)
Dolores (Hamshers)

Buddy & Tracey (Sharon Krupka)
Miller Family (Judy Yeck)
Veronica (Pam Wieland)
Carol (Joyce Zalucky)
Jeff (Dorothy Bower)
Bob (Kathy Hamsher)
Ben (Linda Corcoran)
James (Linda Corcoran)
Valerie (Linda Corcoran)
Kris (Linda Corcoran)
Rachel (Kay Schurr’s niece)
Jonell (Sally Shirra)
Davina (Joanne Hagar)
Ian (Jan Weber)
Debbie (Nancy Handerhan)
Debbie (Pam Wieland)
Chuck (Sarah Cripe’s father)
Dorie (Linda Corcoran)
Mimi and Ian (Barb Cain)
Jody (Carol Musgrave’s niece)
Patricia (Thompsons' daughter)
Patricia (friend of George Hollis)
Makenzie (Lorraine Keith)
Christina (Wayne Schulinger)

THOSE SERVING IN THE
ARMED SERVICES
Donnie & Brett Gordon (brothers of Holly
Henry)
Christopher Boyer (Prostkos’ son-in-law)
Walker Loeffler (Meanors’ grandson)
Nick Thompson (Thompsons’ grandson)

Many of you have approached us wondering why we sign our articles and correspondence
“SDG.” We thought it might be a good thing to reprint a short excerpt from a Good News article
we submitted three years ago, when we began serving God through Sharon Church:
Johann Sebastian Bach began each of his works by writing, “JJ” (Jesu, Jusa) – translating to
“Jesus, help me” – on the manuscript. At the end of each piece he would write three letters –
SDG (Soli Deo Gloria) – meaning “To the Glory of God Alone.”
The original article was about the intended focus of sacred music. Here, we will explain our brief
reference to SDG further. “Soli Deo Gloria” is one of the five Solae, key concepts developed
during the Reformation. The Solae, translating to “alone,” were rebellious and revolutionary
ideas 500 years ago when they went mainstream and deeply divided the church. Here are all five,
in English this time:
Scripture Alone – the Bible alone is our highest authority
Faith Alone – we are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ
Grace Alone – we are saved by the grace of God alone
Christ Alone – Jesus Christ alone is Lord
Glory to God Alone – we live for the glory of God alone
Although many denominations have since veered away from some or all of these Solae, their
influence is still felt in Protestant, Orthodox, and now even Catholic ideas. (What irony, as they
were developed in protest – hence Protestant – to the prevailing Catholic teachings of the time!)
Mark and Treva take the idea of “To the Glory of God Alone” personally. In the secular world,
the temptation to waive resumes and feed off of praise is common and destructive to many
creatives. But in church (and frankly, in our lives), we want the focus to be on God, not on us.
Whether our efforts are praiseworthy or ashes, we offer them up to God.
Sometimes folks give us grief for that belief. Many of you have expressed offense when we put
God above performance, or even Sharon Church. But we are musicians, and therefore, rebellious,
just like the reformers of old.
As always, SDG – to the Glory of God Alone –
Mark and Treva

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS – DECEMBER, 2018

Christmas Memorials may be made by filling out this form and
placing it in the offering plate, or by mailing it to the church office.
The final date to order memorial gifts will be
Sunday, December 2nd.
Poinsettias are available at a cost of $8.00 each or you can support the West Hills
Food Pantry. Please include payment with this form.
Poinsettia Quantity ______ x $8.00 = $______
AND/OR
West Hills Food Pantry
Amount Enclosed:______________
PRESENTED BY: ___________________________
In Honor or in Memory of (circle one)

Do you wish to leave the flowers or take them?
_____ Take them with you
_____ Leave for shut-ins

